(#

"65 #

12

*k! 4

3

65

"4 #

89

" #

ll**l#

4

65

%



This year’s field season in the Russian Far East fwh of frustrations. No wild leopards
were caught despite several being close to the c@&np Asiatic Black bear was trapped
and serological investigation suggested that Lyrsed&se is present in the aréalthough

this evidence has not arisen directly from leopaitdselps alert us to diseases in the area to
which leopards MAY be susceptibleOne tiger and a large deer were also caught. The
snhares are designed to avoid deer capture, howarger species are sometimes caught.
Towards the end of the season there were very iad storms and temperatures dropped
to minus 24C. To avoid injuring the leopards, trapping is ramtvisable under these
conditions and a couple of weeks catching time lastsas a result.

Heart murmurs have been

detected in both wild and captive

Amur leopards (some in

different subspecies) examined

by Dr Lewis. Detailed

electrocardiographic and

echocardiographic investigations have been condunt&0 affected captive leopards in the UK by
Professor Malcolm Cobb of Nottingham University ddSarah Smith. Murmurs in these animals
were found to be a direct consequence of an aretesti animal’s position. No suggestion of
significant cardiac pathology resulting from cong@nor genetic defects is currently made. Similar
findings have now been reported from Copenhagenal@mand Minnesota zoos. This research

Dr Lewis' accommodation. demonstrates the information from studying the igappopulation is directly relevant to findings
Temperatures of minus 24°C meant it was dangewtrspp ~ from wild counterparts.

WVI objectives re Amur Leopards
1. To evaluate the health status of the existingiAlmopard population reintroduce leopards into the area from captiveksto

and identify any disease issues that may threagngurvival. 4. To provide ongoing monitoring of the health leé £xisting leopard
2. To identify any significant diseases in wildiegricultural or population in Southwest Primorsky Krai and thaaoy reintroduced
domestic species in the proposed release zonenthapose a threat to leopards in the Southern Sikhote-Alin Mountain®tighout the life of
reintroduced leopards. the project.

3. To avoid the introduction of any novel disease wildlife, To develop and maintain a flexible disease risk aga@ment strategy

agricultural or domestic species of Primorsky Khaiing attempts to  for wild Amur leopards



